
Points of View 

 

The Family 

“Come on mum, we’ll be late for school.” 

“Jack, will you move your car, it’s in the way and I can’t get past it.” 

“Take mine; I’ll use the Beamer for work.” 

“You know I can’t drive it; it’s such a beast and I can’t reach the peddles.” 

“Just adjust the seat; it’s really easy.” 

“Oh that electric thing just confuses me – OK, just this time.” 

The Husband and Wife 

“Jack, now don’t worry, the kids are fine it’s just a little bump and those funny fangled bars at the 
front are a bit bent.” 

“What you bent my Machero? What happened?” 

“Well you know how I have a problem reaching the peddles; well when I got to the end of 
Windlesham Avenue the car refused to stop and I ran into one of those little red things that a lot of 
the mums use. The ambulance driver was very nice and said that they should be OK but he wasn’t 
sure about the little girl.” 

“Is it badly damaged? You managed to drive it home OK? 

“It’s OK to drive as those bull bar things at the front took the impact and stopped us getting hurt; 
they did get rather badly bent though. I couldn’t drive the car home so the police took it away and 
gave us a lift in a patrol car.” 

The Police Officer 

“At 08.28, this morning a black Machero collided with a red Quito at the junction of School Lane and 
Windlesham Avenue. The occupants of the smaller car were a local woman, aged 35 and her two 
children, a boy aged six and an eight year old girl. The boy suffered only minor injuries but the girl, 
who was on the side near to the collision, was taken to hospital with suspected concussion. The 
occupants of the larger vehicle were unharmed.” 

The Hospital Administrator 

“At 08.59 this morning an eight year old girl was brought to the A&E department by ambulance 
following a collision between two vehicles. It is with regret that I have to inform you that she was 
pronounced dead on arrival at 09.05. The coroner has been informed and a police investigation is 
underway.” 



The Insurance Adjuster 

“We are in receipt of your claim in respect of the accident suffered by your wife on the 23rd of this 
month whilst driving your vehicle WHO 11. Our loss adjuster has seen the vehicle, which was 
impounded by the police and has discovered that it is fitted with the old style ‘bull bars’. Whilst 
these were legal when the car was new, the new regulations forbid them from being fitted to new 
cars from the 25th May. You are not in contravention of these new regulations, however, we wrote 
to you on the 21st January informing you that we would no longer cover any vehicle which continued 
to have them fitted. A copy of this letter is attached and you confirmed its receipt and content when 
you renewed your policy on the 2nd February. 

I have to inform you, therefore, that your insurance policy is invalid and Big Boy Insurance will not be 
assuming liability for any claim resulting from use of the vehicle whilst the offending bars were 
fitted. Should you wish to contest this decision a copy of our complaints procedure is included with 
your policy document.” 

The Magistrate 

“I am required to take into account your admission of guilt in this matter and your obvious remorse 
for the harm that you, as a mother yourself, have caused to another family. But the seriousness of 
the outcome requires me, in addition to a lengthy driving ban, to include the minimal custodial 
sentence that is recommended for a conviction for dangerous driving…” 

The Bank Manager 

“Well, Mr Forbes, it seems that things have really gotten out of hand. Obviously most claims of this 
nature are covered by motoring insurance but I gather that yours was not valid. This brings us to the 
problem of how to resolve the claim for damages against you which, I have to say, is most 
substantial. You property is mortgaged to us and the equity, following deduction of the debt, will not 
be enough to cover the outstanding claim against you. We will, therefore, be foreclosing on the 
property at the end of the month.” 

The Coroner 

“We have no doubt that Jack Forbes took his own life as the manner in which he died leaves no 
doubt on that score and this is confirmed by the content of the letter that he left. Rarely have I come 
across such a sad train of events and looking back at the initial cause, which has left two families, 
each with a terrible loss, I must say that had he taken note of the requirement to amend the 
equipment on his vehicle, then none of this need have happened.” 

The Director of Social Services 

“I can confirm that, following a request to attend at St Justin’s Preparatory School this afternoon, 
two related children were taken into the Authority’s care pending the release of their mother from 
prison on compassionate grounds.” 


