
Very Andy 

 

When I was a little lad, my Dad asked me how many times I could repeat the same 

word in a sensible sentence. I was quite dumfounded when he expostulated that you 

could use the same word five times. 

 

He explained how a publican had asked for a new sign for his pub - The Pig and 

Whistle.  He set out a draft design and the signwriter went away to make a mock-up.  

When it came back he looked at the sign and made some amendments. 

 

“Look I want more space between Pig and ‘and’ / and ‘and’/ and Whistle”, he said.  

So he wrote it down in his beautiful copperplate script and gave it to a young lady to 

type (no WP in those days).  His writing was wonderful but, like so many that are 

ultra neat, it was a little difficult to read.  Anyway, she typed it and handed him the 

draft back for checking. 

 

“I’m not completely clear how you wanted it laid out”, she said, “personally I thought 

you should have put an extra space between ‘Pig and ‘and’’/ and ‘and ‘and’’/ and 

‘and ‘and’’/ and ‘and Whistle’ ”. 

 

When he wrote what she had told him he realised that they had increased the original 

number of ‘and’s from five to ten.  He thanked her profusely and sent it off to the 

conundrum section of the local newspaper for publication. 

 

A week later a reply came under the heading of the editor of the Andover Gazette, our 

local rag. 

 

Dear Bill (that was his name) 

 

Many thanks for the little story which we may be able to use but I want 

to take issue with you over the clarity of the piece and the use of 

punctuation.  It looks very messy and my typesetter thinks we could 

usefully use some commas to make it easier to read.  I propose to place 

them between: 

 

Pig and ‘and’’ and and ‘and ‘and’’ and and ‘and ‘and’’ and and 

‘and ‘and’’ and and ‘and ‘and’’ and and ‘and Whistle’ ”.  

 

I can’t find anything definitive to say how it should be set up but you could consult 

Fowler if you want it right.  What do you think? 

 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

Andrew Anders, Editor in Chief 

 

He wrote back some two weeks later; this was his response: 

 



Dear Editor 

 

I have consulted by mail and over the telephone with Fowler and………….. 


